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Give me all the sh®

Singapore-based company
that converts waste into
energy is poised to take on a
slew of projects in the region
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A COMPANY that converts waste into en-
ergy is getting a lot of attention these days
as oil prices keep rising. In fact, the six-men
strong Singapore-based Waste2Energy has
been welcomed with open arms by gov-
ernment ministers in neighbouring coun-
tries.

“Give me all the shit you can” is what
Waste2Energy chief executive Steve Pe-
ters says to investors looking to finance
his projects, literally.

The company, established in January,
is poised to take on numerous projects in
the region given its expertise in converting
waste into usable energy. This includes
waste from sugarcane mills and fish can-
neries in Thailand as well as other sources.
In Singapore, the company has the capability
to convert food waste from hawker cen-
tres into energy.

Companies like Waste2Energy have
caught on to a growing business, as aware-
ness about green issues continues to rise
even as global oil prices scale new highs.
Singapore produced 531,000 tonnes of food
waste last year, just over a 10th of the Re-
public’s total waste output.

On Thursday, another local firm, [UT
Global, unveiled plans to build a $60-million
facility in Tuas to convert waste into bio-gas.
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WASTE TO WEALTH? A man scavenges through a heavily polluted river in Jakarta. The attractive-
ness of companies such as Waste2Energy is that they seek to provide two solutions at one go —
managing waste and producing energy at the same time.

This is how Waste2Energy’s business
works: After the waste materials are col-
lected, they are crushed and disintegrated
using a biological process and converted into
gas that can be harnessed for energy or
bio-solids that can be made into fertilisers.

Assuming that it collects 65,000 tonnes
of organic waste a year, it would be able to
generate an estimated 25,000 tonnes of
gas, or 3 to 5 megawatts (MW) of electri-
cal power per year, Mr Peters said. That is
enough to power a large factory or small
town in Indonesia.

Waste2Energy is on track to enter into
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agreements in Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam
and Cambodia. In Singapore, it is negoti-
ating with waste-collection companies on
working terms. In the meantime, the firm
will be using the Republic as a base for re-
gional operations.

At present, it is focusing on countries
that need energy most urgently and from
a commercial viewpoint, the projects that
are the most lucrative, Mr Peters said.

Assuming funding is obtained to drive
its projects, Waste2Energy would be able
to generate 350MW over five years at full
capacity, with each plant generating an av-
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erage of 2MW to 10MW, he said.

As an illustration, 350MW can power
3,500 cars or 350,000 vacuum cleaners
running 24 hours a day for 365 days, Mr Pe-
ters said. In comparison, Singapore cur-
rently has about 9,000MW of generating ca-
pacity for the entire island.

“We hope to become a US$300 mil-
lion ($503 million) equity company in
five years,” said Mr Peters, an Australian
who is a Singapore permanent resident.

Neighbouring countries such as In-
donesia have sparsely distributed pockets
of the population in the rural areas, and
these tend to have little or no power sup-
ply due to the distance of the small towns
and villages from the power grids serving
the larger towns or cities. To provide elec-
tricity to these small towns and villages
using the power grids would be very cost-
ly to the regional or central governments,
Mr Peters said.

Using bio-diesel or natural energy
sources such as the wind, water or sun are
good alternatives if these can be harnessed
at a low cost, but the attractiveness of
Waste2Energy’s operational model lies in
its ability to provide two solutions at once:
Managing waste and producing energy.

“Parts of Indonesia could be more con-
cerned with waste management, while Thai-
land is generally more concerned with get-
ting energy,” said Mr Peters.

“We would integrate into the current
systems and provide more jobs and sanitary
environments for those people who scav-
enge at the tips in the country,” he said.

And hopefully, Waste2Energy would
make a decent profit out of that, too.
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